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Session Outline 

Federal level changes: How Congress Re-
shaped Trail Funding Programs in 
MAP-21 (Laura)  

 

California’s Changing Landscape: Threats 
& Opportunities 

 Governor’s new proposal: Active Transportation 
Program (Laura & Jim) 

 Rec Trails Program Threatened 

 AB 32 & SB 375 Opportunities for Trail Investment 

– Sustainable Communities Strategies (Jim) 

– Cap & Trade auctions: New revenue source for trails? 
(Laura) 
 

Get Involved in shaping these proposals 



Federal Transportation Bill 

Update 

MAP-21: Moving Ahead for 

Progress in the 21st Century 

– Passed in 2012; expires 2014 

Themes: consolidation, 

flexibility 

 

 



Major Changes to Trails/Bike/Ped 

Funding Programs 

 

Previous bill: 

 Transportation 

Enhancements 

 Safe Routes to 

School 

 Recreational Trails 

 

 

MAP-21: 

 Programs merged 

into “Transportation 

Alternatives” 

 Funding cut 30% 

 Transferability & Rec 

Trails Opt-out 



Why does the 
Transportation 
Enhancements 

program matter? 
 

$552M 
 

California TE funding 
for bicycle & 

pedestrian projects   

FY99 – 2010 

 





CA Implementation: Threats & 

Opportunities 

Brown Administration: proposal to 
consolidate b/p programs into new 
“Active Transportation Program” 
– Safe Routes 

– Bike Trans Acct 

– TAP/Rec Trails  

– EEMP 

 Issues: Caltrans management; 
adequate staffing; stakeholder input 



Termination of Rec Trails 

Program 

MAP-21 provides option for Gov. to 
opt out 

  Merger into ATP  



California’s Policy Innovations: 

AB 32 & SB 375 

Sustainable Communities 
Strategies 

GG reduction goals: 1990 

levels by 2020; 80% further 
reductions by 2050 

Cap & Trade – new 
revenue for active 
transportation & open 
space? 



Sustainable Communities 

Strategies 



www.arb.ca.gov 

Cap and Trade Auction 

Program 
• Air Resources Board 

developed cap-and-

trade program to 

implement AB 32 

• Released investment 

plan late April 

• Identified active 

transportation as an 

area for investment 



Get Involved in Saving Trail 

Programs in California 

Actions you can take: 

– Write the Governor & your legislators: preserve 
the RTP & invest cap & trade funding in active 
transportation 

 Sample letter & resources on Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy blog: 

http://community.railstotrails.org/blogs/trailblog/arc
hive/2013/05/08/ggg.aspx 

 Join RTC’s Advocacy Network: click on “Current 
Campaigns” on our home page 
 

 

 

http://community.railstotrails.org/blogs/trailblog/archive/2013/05/08/ggg.aspx
http://community.railstotrails.org/blogs/trailblog/archive/2013/05/08/ggg.aspx


www.railstotrails.org 
Rtc trailblog 

http://www.railstotrails.org/


QUESTIONS? 


